Private Buckam Singhs Victory Medal

News From the Front
PTE. BUKUM SINGH, the first Sikh to
enlist with an Ontario battalion has been
twice wounded since he went to the
front. He was engaged as a farm hand for
W. H. Moore, of Rosebank Ont., when
the call came for active service. He was
reported injured for the first time two
months ago. His name appears among
the wounded in today's list. Bukum
Singh came to Canada from Punjab in
1907. After mining in British Columbia
he came to Toronto about two years ago.
He went overseas with a Kingston
battalion.
The Toronto Daily Star Aug 9, 1916
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lest we forget

Private Buckam Singh
Reclaiming a Canadian Hero
Only known Military Grave of a Sikh Soldier in
Canada
One of 9 Sikh soldiers allowed to serve with
Canadian Forces in World War I
Early Canadian pioneer, born 1893 in Punjab and
comes to Canada in 1907
One of the very early documented Sikhs living in
Ontario
Joins and serves with the 20th Canadian Infantry
Battalion in the battlefields of France during World
War I
War Hero, is wounded twice in two different battles
against the Germans

Whats in a Name?

Buckam Singh's name was spelled in a variety of ways
during his lifetime :

Dies age 25 in 1919, buried by the Canadian
military in a soldiers grave at Kitchener , Ontario
Military medal, grave site and his life story
rediscovered after being forgotten for almost 90
years
For more information visit the online exhibit at
www.SikhMuseum.com

Private Buckam Singhs Victory Medal

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place; and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved, and were loved, and now we lie
In Flanders fields.
Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high.
If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.
Lt.-Col. John McCrae (1872 - 1918)

1) Buk Am Singh - Attestation papers
2) Bukam Singh - Signature on attestation
3) Buckm S. - Medical report
4) Bukum Singh - Toronto Daily Star
5) Buckam Singh - Signature on discharge
6) Bukkan Singh - Gravestone
7) B. A. Singh - Victory medal
For the sake of consistency the spelling he used in his last
known signature, Buckam Singh has been used.

